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[ ]  = Los Angeles River portion only 
*  = breeding confirmed (c. 50 species) 
*? = breeding suspected (17 species) 
 
Three-letter acronyms (e.g. BUR, HOL) are local atlas blocks based on USGS topographic maps used by 
the Los Angeles County Breeding Bird Survey. 
 

Regular ly-occur r ing (151) 
 
[Canada Goose Branta canadensis] Non-breeding (?) resident along vegetated portions of the Los Angeles 
River. 
 
[Wood Duck Aix sponsa] Winter resident along vegetated portions of the Los Angeles River. 
 
[Gadwall Anas strepera] Winter resident along vegetated portions of the Los Angeles River. 
 
[American Wigeon Anas americana] Winter resident along vegetated portions of the Los Angeles River. 
 
[*Mallard Anas platyrhynchos] Breeding resident, mainly along vegetated portions of the Los Angeles 
River.  Ducklings noted vic. Los Feliz Blvd. on 10 May 2007 (DSC). 
 
[Blue-winged Teal Anas discors] Winter resident along vegetated portions of the Los Angeles River. 
 
[*Cinnamon Teal Anas cyanoptera] Breeding resident in small numbers along vegetated portions of the 
Los Angeles River.  Nesting records include fledglings on 07 July 1995 and on 19 July 1999 (both 
LACBBA); copulating pair just north of Los Feliz Blvd. on 11 May 2007. 
 
[Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata] Winter resident along vegetated portions of the Los Angeles River. 
 
[Northern Pintail Anas acuta] Winter resident along vegetated portions of the Los Angeles River. 
 
[Green-winged Teal Anas crecca] Winter resident along vegetated portions of the Los Angeles River. 
  
[Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris] Winter resident along vegetated portions of the Los Angeles River. 
 
[Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis] Winter resident along vegetated portions of the Los Angeles River. 
  
[Bufflehead Bucephala albeola] Winter resident along vegetated portions of the Los Angeles River. 
 
[Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula] Winter resident along vegetated portions of the Los Angeles 
River. 
 
[Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus] Winter resident along vegetated portions of the Los Angeles 
River. 



  
[Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis] Winter resident along vegetated portions of the Los Angeles River. 
  
[*?Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps]  Non-breeding (?) resident along vegetated portions of the Los 
Angeles River. 
 
[Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricollis] Winter resident (Oct. - Mar.) along vegetated portions of the Los 
Angeles River.  
  
[Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax penicillatus] Non-breeding resident along vegetated portions of 
the Los Angeles River. 
 
[Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias] Non-breeding resident along vegetated portions of the Los Angeles 
River. 
  
[Great Egret Ardea alba] Non-breeding resident along vegetated portions of the Los Angeles River. 
  
[Snowy Egret Egretta thula] Non-breeding resident along vegetated portions of the Los Angeles River. 
  
[*?Green Heron Butorides virescens] Non-breeding (?) resident along vegetated portions of the Los 
Angeles River. One f lushed out of a large willow along the river just north of Los Feliz Blvd. on 27 May 
2007 (DSC). 
 
[Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax] Non-breeding resident along vegetated portions of the 
Los Angeles River. 
 
*?Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura Resident, possibly breeding on remote slopes; most numerous in early 
spring and late fall.  Pairs noted through spring and summer (e.g., two south of Travel Town on 10 May 
2007, DSC). 
 
[Osprey Pandion haliaetus] Non-breeding visitor, Los Angeles River. 
 
Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus Winter resident (Oct. - Mar.); 1-2/day expected. 
 
*Cooper's Hawk Accipiter cooperii Breeding resident.  Nesting records incl. an active nest in the "Bird 
Sanctuary" on 25 Apr. 2007 (DSC), and a nest with young on 04 June 1999 in HOL 2 Block of LACBBA 
(Los Feliz/Silver Lake).  Vocal, displaying pair vic. Old Zoo site in spring, 2007 (DSC). 
 
*Red-shouldered Hawk Buteo lineatus Localized breeding resident, mainly in sycamores.  Nesting records 
incl. an occupied nest on 31 May 1995 in HOL 2 Block of LACBBA.  Breeding pair at Bette Davis Park in 
spring 2007 (M. San Miguel); vocal pair vic. ranger headquarters, Mar. 2007 (DSC). 
 
*Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis Breeding resident.  Nesting records incl. occupied nests on 04 May 
1995 (HOL 2) and on 12 Apr. 1996 (BUR 5; LACBBA. 
 
*?American Kestrel Falco sparverius Probably a winter resident and transient, though a pair at Toyon 
Landfill 27 Apr. 2007 (MB) suggests possible nesting there.  Listed by Garrett (1970; undated) as an 
"uncommon permanent resident", but apparently no longer breeds. 
 
Merlin Falcon columbarius Winter resident; 0-1/day expected. 
 
[Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus] Non-breeding resident along Los Angeles River (0-1/day expected). 
 
*California Quail Callipepla californica Breeding resident throughout park; absent from Los Angeles 
River.  Nesting records include young on 12 June 1996 in BUR 5 Block of LACBBA (northwestern corner 



of park) and on 22 Sept. 1995 in southern portion of park.  Deserves special attention, as populations are 
prone to local extirpations (e.g. Debs Park, Elysian Park?). 
 
[Virginia Rail Rallus limicola] Transient and winter resident in patches of reeds, Los Angeles River. 
 
[Sora Porzana carolina] Transient and winter resident in patches of reeds, Los Angeles River. 
  
[*American Coot Fulica americana] Breeding resident along vegetated portions of Los Angeles River.  
Nesting records include occupied nest on 12 May 1996 in BUR 6 Block (north of Los Feliz Blvd.). 
 
[Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola] Transient along cement section of Los Angeles River (e.g., vic. 
134 Fwy.). 
 
*Killdeer Charadrius vociferus Breeding resident, mainly along Los Angeles River; localized non-breeding 
visitor elsewhere, especially on large lawns and barren areas.  Nesting records incl. f ledglings/young on 12 
and 30 May 1996 in separate Blocks of LACBBA. 
 
[*Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus] Abundant breeding resident along Los Angeles River, mainly 
upstream of 134 Fwy. (c. 50 birds in spring 2007). 
 
[Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca] Transient (mainly fall) and winter resident along Los Angeles 
River. 
 
[Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularia] Breeding resident, Los Angeles River.  Nesting records include a 
nest on 19 July 1999 in BUR 6 Block of LACBBA. 
 
[Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri] Transient and scarce winter resident along Los Angeles River, 
occasionally common (several hundred), esp. vic. 134 Fwy. 
  
[Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla] Transient and winter resident along Los Angeles River, occasionally 
common (several hundred), esp. vic. 134 Fwy. 
  
[Wilson's Snipe Gallinago gallinago] Transient and winter resident along vegetated portions of Los 
Angeles River. 
 
California Gull Larus californicus Transient and winter visitor, mainly on lawns or overhead. 
 
Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis Transient and winter visitor, mainly on lawns or overhead. 
 
*?Rock Dove Columba livia Status uncertain within park; very common breeding resident in surrounding 
urban areas. 
 
*?Band-tailed Pigeon Columba fasciata Presumably breeding resident locally, apparently confined to 
planted conifers on perimeter of park (and adjacent residential area), at least since late 1950s (LACM files).  
Copulating pair observed on 19 Apr. 1996 in BUR 6 Block of LACBBA (northeastern corner of park). 
 
*Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura Breeding resident, particularly in developed areas.  
 
Yellow-chevroned Parakeet Brotogeris chiriri Non-breeding resident throughout park; often heard flying 
high over the park. 
 
*?Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus Breeding resident; nest with young on 02 June 1995; territorial pairs 
observed/heard on 05 Feb. 1996 and 02 July 1996 (LACBBA). 
 
Vaux's Swift Chaetura vauxi Transient, spring and fall; formerly (?) winter resident along Los Angeles 
River. 



 
*White-throated Swift Aeronautes saxatalis Breeding resident.  Nesting records include occupied nest on 
19 July 1999 in BUR 6; probably breeds in all suitable rock outcrops and under freeway/river bridges 
throughout. 
 
*Black-chinned Hummingbird Archilochus alexandri Common breeding visitor in picnic areas, along 
drainages and in residential edge, Apr. - Aug.  Nesting records include nest-building (BUR 5) on 12 Apr. 
1996. 
 
*Anna's Hummingbird Calypte anna Common breeding resident.  Nesting records include occupied nests 
on 23 Feb., 02 Mar. and 12 Mar. 1996 in all three atlas blocks. 
 
Costa's Hummingbird Calypte costae Apparently an uncommon transient (spring), but breeding may occur 
irregularly in chaparral and coastal sage scrub, particularly in the northwestern corner of park. 
 
Rufous Hummingbird Selasphorus rufus Spring and fall transient, probably in variable numbers depending 
on flower availability. 
 
*?Allen's Hummingbird Selasphorus sasin Status uncertain; numerous displaying pairs throughout the park 
in 2007 (DSC), but no confirmed nesting records, historical or recent. 
 
Calliope Hummingbird Stellula calliope Occasional and irregular transient around flowers, mainly in 
spring. 
 
[Belted Kingfisher Ceryle alcyon] Non-breeding resident along vegetated portions of Los Angeles River. 
 
*Acorn Woodpecker Melanerpes formicivorus Local breeding resident in groves of Coast Live Oak, 
especially where interspersed with tall Western Sycamores.  Nesting records include a nest with young on 
12 May 1996 (BUR 6) and birds feeding young on 07 June 1995 (HOL 2). 
 
Red-breasted Sapsucker Sphyrapicus ruber Scarce winter resident, typically in ornamental trees. 
 
*Nuttall's Woodpecker Picoides nuttallii Common breeding resident throughout park (the most common 
and widespread woodpecker).  Nesting evidence include occupied nests on 30 Apr. 1995, 12 May 1996, 
and pair(s) on 12 June 1996 (all three atlas blocks). 
 
*Downy Woodpecker Picoides pubescens Scarce breeding resident along Los Angeles River (family group 
at Bette Davis Park on 15 Apr. 2007, M. San Miguel; copulating pair upstream of Los Feliz Blvd. 17 Feb. 
1999, KLG); non-breeding visitor elsewhere in park. 
 
Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus Transient and winter resident; formerly (to mid-1990s?) a breeding 
resident.  Nesting evidence include fledged young on 12 July 1995 (HOL 2), with singles or pairs 
encountered in two other blocks  on 14/19 June 1996. 
 
Olive-sided Flycatcher Contopus cooperi Transient in small numbers, spring and fall; one old wintering 
record (c. 1980). 
 
Western Wood-pewee Contopus sordidulus Transient in spring and fall.  Apparently a "common" former 
summer resident and presumed breeder in Brush Canyon (fide K.L Garrett).  Unrecorded in park during 
1995-1999 Breeding Bird Atlas, but a singing bird high in sycamores at Brush Cyn. 06-08 June 2007 
(DSC) suggests possible breeding. 
 
Willow Flycatcher Empidonax traillii Transient in late spring and early fall. 
 
Hammond's Flycatcher Empidonax hammondii Transient, mainly in spring. 
 



Dusky Flycatcher Empidonax oberholseri Transient, mainly in spring. 
 
*Pacific-slope Flycatcher Empidonax difficilis Breeding visitor to shady canyons, Apr. - Aug.  Nesting 
evidence includes a nest with young on 19 June 1996 (BUR 6), fledglings on 02 July 1996 (BUR 5) and 
birds feeding young on 01 July 1996 (HOL 2).  Several pairs noted in Western, Vermont and Fern Cyn. 
area spring 2007. 
  
*Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans Common breeding resident.  Nesting records (LACBBA) from all atlas 
blocks. 
 
Say's Phoebe Sayornis saya Winter resident to open, especially unvegetated areas.  Recent summer records 
from Forest Lawn, where it has bred (21 June 2002, LACM files; breeding confirmed in 2003, fide R. 
Barth). 
 
*Ash-throated Flycatcher Myiarchus cinerascens Breeding visitor throughout park and along Los Angeles 
River (e.g., Bette Davis Park), Apr. - Aug.  Nesting records include nest-building on 30 Apr. 1995 and 
territorial pairs on 19 June and 14 July 1996 (all three atlas blocks). 
 
*?Cassin's Kingbird Tyrannus vociferans Probable breeding resident along northern and eastern edge of 
park; pairs at Forest Lawn on 16 May 2007 and along the Los Angeles River north of Los Feliz Blvd. on 27 
May 2007 (DSC); numerous through summer vic. Merry-Go-Round (all DSC). 
 
*Western Kingbird Tyrannus verticalis Transient and local breeding visitor (Mar. - Aug.), presumably in 
tall sycamore groves.  Nesting records include a pair with fledglings on 29 July 1996 (BUR 6). 
 
Cassin's Vireo Vireo cassinii Transient, mainly spring. 
 
*Hutton's Vireo Vireo huttoni Breeding resident in oak and sycamore woodland; pairs/singing birds in most 
canyons, and most numerous at Fern Dell/Western Canyon.  Adult feeding fledglings in Brush Canyon 06 
June 2007 (DSC). 
 
Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus Transient, spring and fall.  
 
*Western Scrub-Jay Aphelocoma californica Common breeding resident throughout park.  
 
*American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos Common breeding resident, mainly near urban edge, picnic 
areas. 
 
*Common Raven Corvus corax Common breeding resident throughout park.  
 
[Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor] Transient and uncommon winter visitor mainly along Los Angeles 
River. 
 
Violet-green Swallow Tachycineta thalassina Transient (overhead), mainly in spring. 
 
*Northern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx serripennis Breeding visitor, Mar. - Aug.  Nests widely, 
mainly in man-made cavities (bridges, drains). 
 
[Bank Swallow Riparia riparia] Scarce transient along Los Angeles River, 1-2/year expected in large 
swallow f locks. 
 
*Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota Breeding visitor, Mar. - Jul.  Nests widely, mainly on man-made 
structures (sheer walls). 
 
[*Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica Breeding visitor, Mar. - Aug.  Nests widely in man-made situations 
(bridges, drains), invariably near water.] 



 
Mountain Chickadee Poecile gambeli Winter resident in (planted) conifers throughout park. Probably 
summers in small numbers some years (e.g. 1 at Los Feliz Golf Course on 17 July 2007, DSC). 
 
*Oak Titmouse Parus inornatus Breeding resident, mainly oaks and sycamores, including along Los 
Angeles River (e.g., Bette Davis Park).  Nesting records include birds feeding young on 20 June 1996 
(BUR 6), f ledglings on 02 July 1996 (BUR 5), and a nest with young on 06 May 1995 (HOL 2). 
 
*Bushtit Psaltriparus minimus Common breeding resident throughout. 
 
Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis Irregular winter resident. 
 
White-breasted Nuthatch Sitta carolinensis Irregular fall transient and winter resident.  
 
*Bewick's Wren Thryomanes bewickii Common breeding resident in all habitats throughout park. 
 
*House Wren Troglodytes troglodytes Breeding resident around sycamores and other large trees with 
cavities. 
 
[Marsh Wren Cistothorus palustris] Fall transient (and winter resident?) in reed beds along Los Angeles 
River. 
 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula Common winter resident throughout, particularly near trees. 
 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher Polioptila caerulea Transient and likely winter visitor to open, native scrub habitats. 
 
*Western Bluebird Sialia mexicana Locally common breeding resident, almost exclusively at large 
sycamores with cavities, most of which are now at picnic areas. 
 
Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus Late spring (May/June) and fall transient. 
 
Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus Common winter resident. 
 
*American Robin Turdus migratorius Breeding resident, mainly around lawns and buildings.  Nesting 
recorded in all three atlas blocks. 
 
*Wrentit Chamaea fasciata Common breeding resident.  Territorial pairs recorded from all three atlas 
blocks. 
 
*Northern Mockingbird Mimus polyglottos Common breeding resident, mainly at periphery of park. 
 
*California Thrasher Toxostoma redivivum Breeding resident.  Nesting records include birds feeding young 
on 12 June 1996 (BUR 5). 
 
*European Starling Sturnus vulgaris Common breeding resident, particularly near picnic areas and 
structures. 
 
American Pipit Anthus rubescens Winter resident on large lawns and barren areas. 
 
Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum Transient and winter resident, present nearly yearround. 
 
*Phainopepla Phainopepla nitens Breeding resident; nesting records include breeding at Bette Davis Park 
in spring 2007 (M. San Miguel) and nest-building on 25 Apr. and 10 May 1995 (BUR 5 and HOL 2, resp.).  
Also fairly common along Los Angeles River, at Mexican Elderberry. 
 



*?Orange-crowned Warbler Vermivora celata Common transient and post-breeding visitor throughout.  
May breed in dense woodland along canyon bottoms (e.g., singing birds May/June 2007 in Royce, Spring, 
and Brush cyns.; all DSC). 
 
Nashville Warbler Vermivora ruficapilla Transient, spring and fall. 
 
*?Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia (Presumably) a breeding visitor along Los Angeles River; otherwise 
a fairly common transient in spring and early fall. 
 
Yellow-rumped Warbler Denroica coronata Abundant winter visitor (Oct. - Apr.) 
 
Black-throated Gray Warbler Dendroica nigrescens Transient and scarce winter visitor. 
 
Townsend's Warbler Dendroica townsendi Transient and winter resident 
 
Hermit Warbler Dendroica occidentalis Uncommon transient, mainly spring. 
 
MacGillivray's Warbler Oporornis tolmiei Uncommon transient. 
 
[*Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas] Breeding resident in reeds along Los Angeles River; up to 
eight birds vic. Bette Davis Park, spring 2007 (M. San Miguel). 
 
Wilson's Warbler Wilsonia pusilla Transient, spring and fall; rare in winter near water. 
 
Yellow-breasted Chat Icteria virens Rare transient.  Presumably a former breeding visitor along the Los 
Angeles River, and future nesting should be watched for. 
 
Western Tanager Piranga ludoviciana Transient, late spring and fall. 
 
*Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculatus Breeding resident, widespread in scrub. 
 
*California Towhee Pipilo crissalis Common breeding resident. 
 
*Rufous-crowned Sparrow Aimophila ruficeps (Presumably) breeding resident in open scrub habitat on 
steep slopes. Agitated pair noted above Deronda Rd. in mid-June 2007 (DSC). 
 
Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina Winter resident and transient, mainly around lawns. 
 
*?Lark Sparrow Chondestes grammacus Local breeding resident in scrubby grassland on north slope of 
park, incl. back area of Forest Lawn (where it bred in 2002, fide R. Barth; 3 pairs present here 16 May 
2007, DSC), and through spring at Toyon Landfill (MB, DSC), with a copulating pair here on 27 Apr. 2007 
(MB).  Otherwise a transient and winter visitor to picnic areas along east side of park. 
 
Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca Winter resident, mainly in native scrub. 
 
*Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia Breeding resident in riparian and moist areas, adn locally in residential 
areas (vic. Hollywood Reservoir).  Nesting records inlude f ledglings on 12 Mar. 1997 (BUR 5) and on 20 
June 1996 (BUR 6); mated pairs on 10 Apr. 1995 in HOL 2. 
 
Lincoln's Sparrow Melospiza lincolnii Transient and winter resident. 
 
Golden-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia atricapilla Abundant winter resident, particularly in native scrub. 
 
White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys Common winter resident. 
 



Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis Mainly a winter resident, but small resident breeding population in 
Western and Vermont canyons and near Merry-Go-Round (lower Fern Cyn.) and possibly in Vermont 
Canyon.  Nesting records incl. 2 juveniles and several singing males at Merry-Go-Round on 22 June 2007 
(DSC). 
 
*Black-headed Grosbeak Pheucticus melanocephalus Breeding visitor, nesitng mid-summer.  One pair bred 
at Bette Davis Park in spring 2007 (M. San Miguel); f ledglings on 12 July 1995 (HOL 2) and on 14 July 
1996 (BUR 5). 
 
*?Blue Grosbeak Guiraca caerulea Possible breeding resident or summer visitor; singing birds noted at 
Toyon Landfill on 27 Apr. 2007 (MB) and on 12 May 2007 in a revegatated area near Lake Hollywood 
(DSC). 
 
*?Lazuli Bunting Passerina amoena Transient in spring and fall; possibly breeds, at least irregularly after 
wet winters. 
 
[*Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus] Breeding resident, mainly along vegetated portions of Los 
Angeles River.  Nesting records include nest-building on 12 May 1996 (BUR 6) and f ledglings on 23 June 
1996 (HOL 2). 
 
Western Meadowlark Sturnella neglecta Winter visitor locally to grassland (e.g. Toyon Landfill). 
 
*Brewer's Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus Breeding resident in developed portions of park. 
 
*Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater Breeding resident, probably most common in spring/summer. 
 
*Hooded Oriole Icterus cucullatus Breeding visitor, mainly in developed areas (esp. palms) along 
perimeter of park (and in adjacent residential areas).  Nesting records include occupied nest on 23 Apr. 
1995 (BUR 6). 
 
*Bullock's Oriole Icterus bullockii Common breeding visitor in riparian areas, partial to sycamores; a few 
winter records. 
 
*?Purple Finch Carpodacus purpureus Possible breeding resident (local) around planted conifers, at least 
in Western and Vermont cyns.; can be widespread during some winters. 
 
*House Finch Carpodacus mexicanus Common breeding resident. 
 
Pine Siskin Carduelis pinus Irregular winter visitor, absent some years; partial to planted conifers. 
 
*Lesser Goldfinch Carduelis psaltria Breeding resident. 
 
*?American Goldfinch Carduelis tristis Local (probable) breeding resident in small numbers along 
vegetated portions of the Los Angeles River (DSC, M. San Miguel); widespread in winter, feeding at 
catkin-bearing trees throughout park. 
 
Lawrence's Goldfinch Carduelis lawrencei Uncommon and irregular visitor. 
 
*House Sparrow Passer domesticus Common breeding resident around developed areas. 
 
[*?Orange Bishop Euplectes fanciscanus Resident (?) along vegetated portions of Los Angeles River; 
possibly breeds.] 
 
[*?Nutmeg Mannikin Lonchura punctulata Resident (?) along vegetated portions of Los Angeles River; 
possibly breeds (pair at Los Feliz Blvd. 16 May 2007, DSC).] 
 



 
Extirpated (6) 

 
Greater Roadrunner Geococcyx californianus Listed as rare permanent resident in Brush Canyon by Garrett 
(1970; undated), but no f irm records. 
 
Common Poorwill Phalaenoptilus nuttallii Listed as common in spring and summer vic. Brush Canyon by 
Garrett (1970; undated). Single winter record from "Hollywood Hills" in Dec. 1954 (LACM files). 
 
Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis Virtually extirpated; formerly resident (pre-2000), mainly in urban 
areas adjacent to park.  A non-native species introduced from Asia. 
 
Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludivicianus Rare in winter and (presumably) fall along Los Angeles River and 
at Forest Lawn; less than annual.  Formerly much more common, at least in winter (Garrett 1970; undated).  
 
Rock Wren Salpinctes obsoletus Considered a rare permanent resident in the park by Garrett (1970); no 
recent records? 
 
Canyon Wren Catherpes mexicanus Considered a rare permanent resident by Garrett (undated), but only a 
winter visitor to Brush Canyon (Garrett 1970); no recent records? 
 
 

Rar ities (43) 
 
Horned Grebe Vagrant; one fall record, Hollywood Reservoir (Garrett, undated). 
Common Merganser Irregular in winter at Hollywood Reservoir (Garrett, undated). 
Red-breasted Merganser Irregular in winter at Hollywood Reservoir (Garrett, undated). 
White-tailed Kite Possibly a rare migrant; one spring record, Brush Canyon (Garrett, undated). 
Swainson's Hawk Probably rare migrant; several spring (late Feb. - April) and Fall (Oct.) records (LACM 

files). 
Ferruginous Hawk Vagrant; one record, 26 Dc. 1950 (LACM files). 
Golden Eagle Vagrant; one record, May 1968 over Brush Canyon (Garrett 1970). 
Sandhill Crane Vagrant; one old record from Headworks site, 28 Nov. 1979 (J. Brandt, LACM files). 
Red-necked Phalarope  Vagrant; one record, in fall from Hollywood Reservoir (Garrett, undated). 
Glaucous-winged Gull Status uncertain; winter visitor overhead (Garrett, undated) 
Bonaparte's Gull Two winter records cited by Garrett (undated). 
Caspian Tern One fall record from Hollywood Res. mentioned by Garrett (undated). 
White-winged Dove Vagrant; one spring record near Brush Cyn. (Garrett, undated). 
Hairy Woodpecker Vagrant; scattered records from 1970s, but none since. 
Red-naped Sapsucker Possibly regular in fall and winter, but just one record, 16 Oct. 2006 (LACM files). 
Black Swift Probably a rare transient; two migration records; 23 Oct. 1968 (50!) and 3 on 27 May 1981 

(LACM files). 
Chimney Swift Several older summer records (c. 1980) from Los Angeles River in Burbank (LACM files). 
Greater Pewee Vagrant; three winter records. 
Steller's Jay Vagrant; Garrett (undated) listed it as "rare" in winter near Brush Canyon; one record from 

Forest Lawn, 31 Oct. 1971 (LACM files).  Odd record of a family group on 09 July 1920 (LACM 
files) indicates breeding. 

Brown Creeper Rare and irregular in late fall/winter (LACM files, LACoBirds) 
Golden-crowned Kinglet Possibly regular in winter, but just two records, incl. one near Los Feliz Blvd., 08 

Dec. 2006 (LACoBirds). 
Varied Thrush Rare and irregular winter visitor (Garrett, undated; LACoBirds). 
Townsend's Solitaire Vagrant; two records, one in Brush Canyon Mar. 1969 (Garrett 1970) and 16 Jan. 

1982 (LACM files). 
Brown Thrasher Vagrant; one fall record (Aug./Sept. 1969) to Brush Canyon (Garrett 1970) and two late 

winter records (1939, 1999) from "Hollywood Hills" (LACM files). 
Plumbeous Vireo Rare winter resident (1/year expected), mainly in sycamore groves. 



Virginia's Warbler Vagrant; one Sept. record from Bette Davis Park (LACM files). 
Tennessee Warbler Vagrant; one record of a wintering bird near Los Angeles Zoo, 1980-81 (LACM files). 
Golden-winged Warbler Vagrant; one record of a wintering bird along Los Angeles River early 1996 

(LACM files). 
Northern Parula Vagrant, one at Fern Dell (Garrett, undated), another 16 Apr. 2007 near Old Zoo site (D. 

Williams, LACoBirds). 
Prairie Warbler Vagrant; one wintering bird in 1997 at Bette Davis Park (LACM files). 
Blackpoll Warbler Rare fall transient; several records from Bette Davis Park (LACM files). 
Chestnut-sided Warbler Rare visitor; a few records of wintering birds and transients (LACoBirds). 
Black-and-white Warbler Rare visitor; a few records of wintering birds and transients (LACM files, 

LACoBirds). 
American Redstart Vagrant; two Sept. records (LACM files). 
Painted Redstart Vagrant; one Nov. record from Bette Davis Park (LACM files). 
Summer Tanager Rare transient, possibly regular (LACM files, Garrett 1970, LACBBA). 
Green-tailed Towhee One fall record from Brush Canyon, Sept. 1967. 
Sage Sparrow Vagrant; two fall records in 1970 listed by Garrett (1970). 
Brewer's Sparrow Rare migrant; listed as "uncommon" in fall at Brush Canyon (Garrett 1970; undated); 

one record from Mt. Sinai Cemetery (14 Nov. 1979, LACM files). 
Vesper Sparrow Vagrant (or extirpated?); one record, 25 birds on 26 Dec. 1950 (LACM files). 
White-throated Sparrow Probably a rare winter visitor; one recent winter (April 2007) record vic. Old Zoo 

site (O. Johnson, LACoBirds) 
Yellow-headed Blackbird One record, single bird at Bette Davis Park on 15 Apr. 2007 (M. San Miguel). 
Baltimore Oriole Vagrant, May/June 1968 in Brush Canyon (Garrett 1970). 
Great-tailed Grackle Probably a scarce transient, but just one record, four over Bette Davis Park on 03 Oct. 

1995 (LACM files). 
Red Crossbill Rare and irregular winter visitor; generally absent. 
 
 

Forest Lawn/Hollywood Reservoir  only (LACM records) 
 
Cacking Goose, Black Scoter, Red-throated Loon, Common Loon, Lesser Yellowlegs, Eastern Phoebe, 
Vermilion Flycatcher, Purple Martin, Grasshopper Sparrow, Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
 
 
Sources: 
 
Garrett, K.L. Undated. Birds of the western Griff ith Park Area. Unpublished annotated checklist. Compiled 

c. 1970 
 
Garrett, K.L. 1970. Birds of Brush Canyon.  Unpublished annotated checklist.  Oct. 14, 1970. 
 
Los Angeles County Breeding Bird Atlas data, courtesy K.L. Garrett, Museum of Natural History, Los 

Angeles Co. 
 
"LACoBirds", a Yahoo Group (archived at: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LACoBirds/). 


