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Long-term Raptor Monitoring Program Goals 
Å Develop baseline 
 
Å Encourage and facilitate 

research 
 
Å Minimize human-wildlife 

conflict while still encouraging 
recreation 

 
Å Use the information to inform 

management 
 
Å Expand dataset of nesting 

raptors 
 
Å Contribute to regional species 

assessments 
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Nesting Raptors 
of Griffith Park  

Hawks, Eagles, Kites, Falcons 

ÅRed-tailed Hawk 

ÅRed-shouldered Hawk 

Å/ƻƻǇŜǊΩǎ Iŀǿƪ 

ÅAmerican Kestrel? 

ÅPeregrine Falcon?  

ÅTurkey Vulture? 

 

Owls 

ÅGreat Horned Owl 

ÅBarn Owl 

ÅWestern Screech Owl 

 



Why Study 
Raptors? 

Å Top predators  
ïControl prey populations 

 
ïNatural exterminators & clean up 

crew (vultures) 

Å Important environmental 
indicator species 
ïHuman disturbance 

 
ïEnvironmental toxins 

(rodenticides/insecticides) 
 
ïClimate adaptation 
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Overview of Monitoring Process 



Raptor Monitoring Form 

NEST Observers Date Hours Nest Number Visitation #Species UTM Rearing behavior # of chicks Nest condition Notes

RTHA-LA-131 (Debs 
Park Nursery) Margaret Gallagher 3/3/18 12:30-1:15 RTHA-LA-131 1st RTHA incubating n/a good

1 hawk sitting on nest for most of the time (couldn't see directly  into 
the nest but saw the hawk coming and going). She left briefly to fly 
with another hawk.

3/6/18 9-9:15am RTHA-LA-131 2nd RTHA n/a good

No hawks visible but I heard one calling out from the vicinity of the 
nest when some ravens flew overhead. I am guessing that it was in 
the nest as the same thing happened last time.

3/13/18 11-11:30am RTHA-LA-131 3rd RTHA incubating n/a good

Observed both hawks sitting on the nest. Looks like the branches 
shifted so I got a clearer view into the nest. One stayed in the nest the 
entire time I watched while the second one visited the nest briefly. (or 
maybe they switched places, I couldn't tell)

3/20/18 9:45-10am RTHA-LA-131 4th RTHA probably incubating n/a good
I didn't see any hawks in the short time I had to observe but I did hear 
one call out from the vicinity of the nest.

3/27/18 10-10:15am RTHA-LA-131 5th RTHA incubating n/a good

4/3/18 5:45-6:45pm RTHA-LA-131 6th RTHA incubating n/a good

4/13/18 6:30-6:45pm RTHA-LA-131 7th RTHA good
one RTHA was standing on edge of nest for the entire observation 
period.

4/20/18 8:30-8:45am RTHA-LA-131 8th RTHA chicks being fed 2 good Observed RTHA bring prey to the nest and feed to at least 2 chicks.

5/6/18 7-7:15pm RTHA-LA-131 9th RTHA chicks stretching and flapping their wings in the nest.3 good
The chicks have lost their white fuzzy feathers and grown in brown 
feathers. The adult brought what looked like a branch to the nest.

6/3/18 5-5:15pm RTHA-LA-131 10th RTHA none 0 good No activity at the nest. 

UNK-89 (Bard St) Margaret Gallagher 3/21/18 6:30-6:45pm UNK-89 1st RTHA incubating n/a good

Nest was clearly visible from Bard St with one hawk sitting on nest 
and the other one perched nearby, then flying and perching right next 
to the nest.

3/31/18 1:15-1:30pm 2nd RTHA incubating n/a good

4/20/18 4:30-4:45 3rd RTHA incubating n/a good

5/6/18 10:45-11am 4th RTHA fuzzy white chick (s) in the nest. 1 good At least 1 chick, likely more but hard to see from the distance.

6/1/18 4-4:15pm 5th RTHA 1 chick with brown plumage visible in nest, 1 perched nearby that I think was an adult.1 good

UNK-90 (Landa St) Margaret Gallagher 3/21/18 6:50-7:05pm UNK-89 1st none none none none
I didn't see a nest in any of the trees near the GPS coordinates or any 
raptor activity. I will check again next week.

3/31/18 2-2:30pm 2nd none none none none
Didn't see anything. Heard a loud bird noise coming from nearby trees 
that could have been a hawk.

5/6/18 10:30-10:45am 3rd none none none none no observed activity.

UNK-85 
(Fletcher/Glendale) Margaret Gallagher 3/22/18 6:30-7:15pm 1st RTHA none

I watched a red tailed hawk perch on several trees in the area but 
couldn't locate a nest yet, due to low visibility from 
hills/trees/rain/sunset. I spoke to a neighbor who said the hawk has 
been around for years and has a mate.

3/25/18 2-3pm 2nd RTHA courting, nest building

Observed 2 hawks flying together, one with legs hanging below. One 
hawk brought a stick to a pine tree located above Glendale Blvd. No 
nest visible but could be hidden in the branches.

4/4/18 7-7:30pm 3rd watched suspected tree, didn't see any activity



Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO, USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN,

GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), swisstopo, �‹
OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community
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